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their traditional customs and manage their own affairs. The
Druzes now constitute the overwhelming majority in the JebeL

Before the First World War, the Druzes were almost completely
autonomous. Turkish attempts to subdue them were not success-
ful, and Turkish suzerainty was no more than a name. Their
relations with the Sunni Arabs were equally distant The
isolation in which the Druzes lived throughout the nineteenth
century helped to preserve certain elements in their society
which might otherwise have been modified : dislike of all kinds
of interference and attachment to their feudal organization.

The particularism of the Druzes would be a problem for any
form of government. The nature of the problem, however,
has been in some ways modified during the present generation.
On the one hand the French encouraged the particularist spirit
throughout the Mandatory period. They maintained that the
Druzes could not be treated like the other sections of the Syrian
population, but needed a special regime which, while taking into
account the strength of their conservatism, would aim at modify-
ing such of their customs as did not conform to modern ideas of
civilization. Such an administration, they claimed, could best
be given them by officials drawn from their own great families,
controlled by French advisers and fortified by French education.

On the other hand, the rising nationalist movement starts from
the assumption that the Druzes are Arabs who have developed
peculiar customs and traditions by reason of their history and
isolation. They need to be re-absorbed into the Arab nation,
politically and socially, and to be made conscious of themselves
as Arabs. Whatever special regime be granted them must
therefore be limited in extent and temporary.

Among the Druzes themselves there are parties which support
each of these two policies. There are those who desired and
still desire formal autonomy under French protection, and others
wbo want Jebel Druze to become fully a part of a Syrian or
Arab Slate; there is also a very large group who want protection
and interference from no one and wish only to be left alone.
This conflict of ideas is related in various complex ways to the
social conflict which is now beginning in the Jebel. The lesser
bod-owners are restless under the domination of the Atrash, the
leading family of the region; and for the first time the peasants
ae beginning & question the feudal system under which they
hawe fiwed for so keg.